
 

CANONIZATION OF CULTURAL SAINTS 
VITA  CULTUS  EFFECTUS 

POTENTIALS 

of the individual for canonization 

 PRODUCTION 

of the canonical status 

REPRODUCTION 

of the canonical status 

 CONSEQUENCES 

for society at large 

      

PERSONA 

Potentials related to personality 

– Charisma 

– Exceptionality 

– Appearance and lifestyle 

– Alliances and followers 

– Anecdotal legacy 

 RELICS 

Salvage and display of remains 

– Translation or repatriation of 

corporeal reliquiae 

– Preservation of artworks, 

belongings, and buildings 

– Fabrication of quasi-relics 

– Material memorabilia 

RITUALS 

Commemoration and veneration 

– Centenaries, saints’ days 

– Unveilings, pilgrimages, 

offerings 

– Processions, pageants, tableaux 

– Iconolatry 

– Banquets, toasting, dance 

 COMMUNITY-BUILDING 

 

– Pleasure of collective rituals 

– Construction of common idols 

– Identification with the 

commemorative community 

– Interpellation into the 

community (national, regional, 

imperial) 

AENIGMA 

Potentials related to transgressions 

– Sins 

– Suffering and martyrdom 

– Mysteries 

– Miracles 

– Apocrypha 

 MEMORIALS 

Establishing memory sites 

– Tombstones and shrines 

– Memorial tablets 

– Indoor statues and busts 

– Outdoor monuments 

– Memorial edifices (houses, 

rooms, museums, pantheons) 

APPROPRIATION 

Interpretation and usurpation 

– Exegesis 

– Stature negotiation (vernacular 

canon / “worlding”) 

– Extraction of mantras 

– Hagiographic mystification 

– Ideological abuse 

 SPATIOTEMPORAL DESIGNATION 

 

– Cultivation of public space 

– Cultural colonization of 

metropolises 

– Nationalization of geography 

– Reorganization of the secular 

calendar 

OPERA 

Potentials related to artworks 

– Exemplarity 

– Intricacy and innovation 

– Appropriating or inventing the 

(national) past 

– Prophetism 

– Self-sacralization (artistic cult) 

 SCRIPTURE 

Concern for the primary corpus 

– Retrieval of the entire opus 

– Excessive textual criticism 

– Facsimiles and re-editions 

– Authenticity obsession 

– Institutionalized gathering and 

storage 

PROCREATIVITY 

Proliferation of the secondary corpus 

– Creative intertextual references 

– Praising, celebration, imitation 

– Parody and de-sacralization 

Adaptation to other artistic 

genres, media, or languages 

 COMMON IMAGINARY 

 

– Repository of collective memory 

– Common referential intertextual 

basis 

– Shared historical awareness 

– Transmission of social and 

ethical messages 

ACTA 

Potentials related to cultural deeds 

– Cultivation of culture 

– Enlightening and educating 

– Founding institutions 

– Confessing nationalism 

– Public struggle (discourse, 

politics, armed resistance) 

 CONFIRMATION 

Official approbation and promotion 

– Christening of locations and 

institutions 

– Image on state symbols 

(currency, stamps) 

– Official remembrance days 

– School curricula 

INDOCTRINATION 

Dissemination through education 

– Legends and simple biographic 

notions (preschool ) 

– Mantras (primary school) 

– Memorization, recitation 

(primary and high school) 

– Investigations into the corpus 

(high school, university) 

 POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION 

 

– Redistribution of symbolic, 

cultural, and political capital 

– Legitimation of new elites 

– New modes of allegiance and 

social cohesion 

– Altered patterns of cultural 

domination 

 


